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Communication between an Infant with Cochlear Implant and his Mother
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Recently, we are starting to see the use of cochlear implants for the treatment of children with hearing disorders
in our country. This has introduced the possibility of placing more emphasis on verbal communication employing the
auditory function in the language training of children with profound hearing impairments. We have experienced a
number of cases in which the formation of communication between mother and child was difficult among infants with
cochlear implants for severe loss of hearing. One such case is presented in this paper, which discusses the process and
difficulties involved in the establishment of mother-child communication, capturing the problem and offering
intervention from the standpoint of its being a relationship disturbance. It is pointed out that cases with inborn
hyperesthesia are prone to relationship disturbances with their caregivers, which readily result in rupture of affective
communication. For promoting affective communication, which is the very basis of communication, the formation of
attachment between the mother and child is of crucial importance, at times entailing intervention for problems from
the standpoint of their being relationship disturbances based upon approach-avoidance motivational conflicts. Thus,
the importance of taking active interest in affective communication-as being the basis of communication-is discus-
sed, in undertaking language training of children with hearing loss in the coming years.

Key words : affective communication, approach-avoidance motivational conflict, cochlear implant, pervasive

developmental disorder, relationship disturbance
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